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ism. In this field, he urged, it was necessary to carry out the following three
most important tasks : (i) to conduct unflagging atheist propaganda and to
use all the material available to wage a relentless struggle against every form
of clericalism; (2) to explain in the light of dialectical materialism the break-
down of the traditional ideas hitherto prevailing in the field of modern
natural science, and which the bourgeois philosophers are taking advantage
of to smuggle in idealism; (3) to develop from every angle materialist
dialectics as a philosophical science. "Unless it sets itself such a task and
systematically fulfils it," he said, "materialism cannot be militant material-
ism."*

The article "The Significance of Militant Materialism** is, as it were,
Lenin's will and testament on philosophical questions. It is a model of
party militancy in the field of theory, and points out the path along which
theoretical work should proceed in the Soviet Union.

Lenin attached enormous importance to the task of inculcating habits
of organization and discipline at work, to "working in a new way/* as he put
it. "All his own activities as leader of the Party and of the Soviet Govern-
ment were a model of that Bolshevik combination of qualities: Russian
range of action and American efficiency,

Lenin set a striking example of proletarian organization and discipline.
He ruthlessly condemned indolence.* untidiness, proneness to talk instead of
doing things. He severely chided those who undertook to do everything
and finished nothing. He detested the constant sitting at conferences,
useless fuss and bustle, and what he called "Oblomovshchina,51 i.e*9 idle"
dreaming as indulged in by the hero of Goncharov's famous novel. On one
occasion he said : "It is sufficient to watch us at our meetings, at our work
on commissions, to be able to say that old Oblamov still lives, and it will be
necessary to give him a good washing and cleaning^ a go0d nibbing and drubbing
to make a man of him"**

He insisted that executive control and the proper choice of men were the
main things to get the machinery of state to function properly and to produce
a state machine of a new type; and he strongly emphasized this in a number
of his writings and speeches in the early part of 1922.

Lenin kept a careful eye eta the unity and stability of the Bolshevik Party
and on its contacts with the non-Party masses. The New Economic Policy
encountered the resistance of certain unstable elements in the Party, Oa
"the one hand there were the political freaks, the vociferous "Lefts,** who
argued that the New Economic Policy meant a reversion to capitalism and
spelt the doom of the Soviet regime. On the other hand there were the
downright defeatists, such as Trotsky, Zinoviev, Kamenev, Radek, Btikharin,
Rykov, Sokolnikov and their followers, who, having no faith in the possibility
of building Socialism in Russia, stood in awe of the "might" of capitalism
and tried to strengthen its position in the country by obtaining the greatest
possible concessions for private capital, even to the extent of surrendering
a number of economic key positions to it. Under Lenin's leadership the
Party isolated both types of waverers and effectively repelled their attempts
to divert it from the correct line.

This resistance to the Party's Mne of policy indicated the necessity of
purging its ranks of wavering dements.

Lenin tirelessly guarded the purity of the Party and ceaselessly strove to

* Ibid., p. 188.